United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



10/796.033 



FILING DATE 



03/00/200-1 



34283 7590 08/19/2008 

QUINTERO LAW OFFICE, PC 
2210 MAIN STREET, SUITE 200 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



DEANE JR, WILLIAM J 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/796,633 


Applicant(s) 

HSIEH, YUNG-TSUN 


Examiner 

William J. Deane 


Art Unit 

2614 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-5 and 8 - 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 2, 6 - 7, 11 - 13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Shappell (U.S. Patent No. 5,606,773). 

With respect to claim 1 , Shappell discloses a hinge comprising a base (50), an 
elastic member (60), a first cam (74), second cam (84), and third cam (64). The first 
cam is disposed on the base and rotates in first and second directions. The second cam 
(84) is disposed on the base and is abutted by the first cam (74). The first and second 
cams are arranged such that they are engaged, and the second cam (84) rotates with 
the first cam (74; when first cam rotates in the direction of the where the vertical flat 
sides of the teeth are engaged, or to the right, as shown in figure 2). The third cam (64) 
is disposed on the base in a manner such that it is abutted by the second cam (84) and 
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the elastic member (60). The second (84) and third cam (64) are arranged such that 
they are engaged and the second cam is blocked by the third cam and does not rotate 
along with the first cam (74) when the first cam rotates in the second direction. It is 
noted that the second cam (84) is supported in the vertical direction by the third cam 
(64), and is "blocked" from vertical movement relative to the third cam, by the third cam. 
When first cam (74) rotates in the second direction (to the left in figure 2) the second 
cam does not rotates therewith. 

With respect to claim 2, Shappell discloses the first and second cams to have 
first and second curved surfaces, respectively (surfaces with engaging teeth). The first 
curved surface has first and second parallel portions (on teeth) and the second curved 
surface includes third and fourth parallel surfaces (on teeth of 80). 

With respect to claim 6, Shappell discloses a first fixed coupler (62) opposite the 
first curved surface on the first cam (74). 

With respect to claim 7, Shappell discloses the second (84) and third (64) cams 
to have third and fourth curved surfaces, respectively (surfaces with engaging teeth). 
The third curved surface has thirteenth and fourteenth parallel portions (on teeth) and 
the fourth curved surface includes fifteenth and sixteenth parallel surfaces (on teeth of 
70). 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Shappell discloses the third cam (64) to include a 
second fixed coupler (66) opposite the fourth curved surface. 

With respect to claim 12, Shappell discloses the base (50) to comprise a bottom 
portion (56) on which the elastic member (60) is disposed and a shaft (shown in shadow 
in figures 2 and 3) passing though the first, second and third cams. 

With respect to claim 13, Shappell discloses each cam to include a through hole, 
through which the shaft (shown in shadow in figures 2 and 3) passes and are disposed 
on the bottom portion. 

With respect to claim 15, Shappell discloses the elastic member (60) to be a 

spring. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shappell 
in view of Higano et al ("Higano", U.S. Patent No. 6,948,21 7). Shappell fails to disclose 
the fourth and fifth through holes with a pin. Higano teaches a hinge arrangement 
including a shaft member (1) with a hole and a cam member (6) with another through 
hole. A pin (7) passes through both through holes to secure the cam member to the 
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base. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Li as taught by Higano in order to secure the first cam member to 
the base. In Shappell, the screw does not enter a through hole in shaft to accomplish 
the same function. As modified, Shappell's shaft would include a through hole to 
achieve this equivalent function. It does not appear as though any new or unexpected 
result arises from such a modification. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,886,221 (Minami et al.) - note the Figs, and Abstract. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bill Deane whose telephone number is (571) 272-7484. 
In addition, facsimile transmissions should be directed to Bill Deane at facsimile number 
(571)273-8300. 

17Aug2008 



/William J Deane/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 
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